Richard Challoner School Sixth Form
Preparation for A level Studies: Politics Induction Tasks

Specification:
Edexcel https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html
The course will help you to develop knowledge and understanding of the role politics plays in relation to current local,
national, and global issues, as well as studying key thinkers and political ideas. Each topic in the specification is fully
detailed, providing you with the full range of breadth and depth to learn.
You can get an idea of our core text by visiting
http://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Secondary/SocialScience/GovernmentPolitics/EdexcelASAlevelPolitics2017/EdexcelASandAlevelPolitics.aspx

Websites There are some excellent newspaper websites. Probably the most comprehensive are telegraph.co.uk (Daily Telegraph),
theguardian.com (The Guardian) and independent.co.uk (The Independent). The BBC has an excellent politics section.
ukpollingreport.co.uk is an excellent site that shows the most current opinion polls for the main political parties. Finally
Politics.co.uk is a good new site on political issues.
Lectures –
Have a look at TED talks on Politics: https://www.ted.com/topics/politics
Newspapers It is very important that politics students are up to date with issues in British Politics and over the summer you should
read a broadsheet newspaper at least once a week, either a paper copy or via the website. Keep cuttings or add to your
favourite’s articles and stories that you find politically interesting.
Twitter feed –
Follow the RC Politics twitter feed: @ChallonersPol
TV Programmes Essential: Question Time most Thursdays BBC1 at 10.35pm
Recommended: The Daily Politics (BBC2 and BBC Parliament); Sunday Politics (BBC1 and BBC Parliament); This Week
(most Thursdays BBC1 after Question Time).
Activities –
Visit the Houses of Parliament: http://www.parliament.uk/visiting/visiting-and-tours/
Debate There is no better way of developing an interest in Politics than having an enquiring and questioning nature. Do debate
topical issues with your friends and family but always make sure that you are willing to listen to the views of others as
well.
At Sixth form I have run a highly successful debating club; this is a real opportunity for any Politics student to have
their opinions heard. Over the Summer, you might like to think of topics to suggest for next year’s debates.

