Richard Challoner School Sixth Form

Preparation for A-Level Studies: Music

Specification: Edexcel Music from 2016

Activities to undertake:

Go and watch a BBC Prom this Summer - the BBC Proms cover a HUGE range of
music from the early music of Bach to 21t Century composers. Understanding the
music of certain composers is fundamental to the course and being able to listen
critically is even more important not to mention seeing a live orchestra performing is
one of the most fascinating and moving past-times we enjoy as musicians. If possible,
particularly try to see a Prom with the music of Bach and Mozart, any film music
concerts and any concerts with music composed in the 20™/21% Century by the likes
of Reich, Stravinsky and Lutoslawski. All Proms are also on BBC iPlayer for a set time.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b007v097/bbc-proms

Practise up to Grade 5 Theory — we expect students to have a baseline grasp of
ABRSM Grade 5 theory coming onto the course so make sure you understand your
cadences, intervals, transpositions and keys. All materials can be bought on Amazon
or borrowed from the Music Department — these include workbooks with
explanations, practise questions and sample papers.

https://www.educationquizzes.com/specialist/music-theory/

Aural Questions from our AS/A-Level Pack — Along with a theoretical understanding,
students should also have a good working knowledge of how to identify certain
intervals, sequences and chords by ear (aurally) — the link below will provide a pack
which has a good range of practise questions which are also used in the first year of
the course. See the Music Department for more details or support with this.

Aural Material
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PLJmCc70OUCvK5M4tBGPuTOhT3TZ851wV?usp=sharing




